CHILDREN OF THE HOLOCAUST AND WORLD WAR II: their secret diaries

             By Laurel Holliday

DAY 1 - The study of the diary of Yitskhok Rudashevski serves as a model for students to follow for the study of future diaries.


1.Read the introduction to the diary aloud. 

2. Locate Vilna on the map in the front of the book.  Identify it as the capital of Lithuania. Note its close proximity to Russia. From the introductory material, point out the approximate location of Ponar and explain what happened there.

 
3. Look at pictures of Yitskhok in the book.  Note his age(same as many of the class). One represents family and one school (do they have a similar picture of a first day of school?) – both before German occupation.


4. Read aloud the June 21, 1941 entry


     Explain: Our “ten”, Red Army/Russia, reference to the French revolution, red 


     Star, and resistance.     

              5. Assign reading the journal to its midpoint p. 160. Students are asked to pay special attention to the following pages:



p. 144 – ashamed of the yellow star – why?



p.  146 – everything begins to weep



p. 152-54 – the strong sense of fear, white and yellow certificates



p. 154 – leaving Grandma



p. 157 – Rosh Hashanah



p. 160 – Yom Kippur, High Holy Days

6. These pages, along with questions from the students, become the discussion for the next day

                  DAY 2

1. http://ghetto.galim.org.il/eng/isolation/writing.html Do the part of the 

“ Closure and Isolation” activity that uses a segment from Yitskhok’s diary p. 146 
covered in the reading for today. Students will do this interactively on the 
Promethean board.

2. Discuss the key passages from the reading assignment for today.

3. The second half of the diary is a more mundane read for the students, but it is rich in facts about ghetto life and the emotions of Yitskhok.  Students will have an understanding of the type of material they will encounter in reading the second half of the diary before it is assigned to them. Students will be asked to look for information regarding school, roles of Jews in the ghetto, moments of hope, joy, and sadness or reality. The following are among passages to note:


p. 162, 167 Jews in uniform, reaction to them


p. 164, 171 interviewing, recoding history


p. 170, 172-74 news from outside, birthday, pudding


p. 175  injustices, school or technical school?


p. 181 forgets he is in the ghetto


p. 182-83 Ponar,” destroy us in a sophisticated manner”, ghetto mood

DAY 3


1. Questions and discussion from the second half of the diary as well as 


                         information recorded on the Diary Record Sheet are processed.

2. Students will look at the additional parts of “Closure and Isolation”



 http://ghetto.galim.org.il/eng/isolation/writing.html
DAY 4


1.Introduce the setting of Mary Berg’s diary and examine a map of the Warsaw 


ghetto. Locate and discuss points on the map key.

2. Students will look at a picture of the pedestrian bridge over Chlodna . They will 

look for details and asses the differences in the lives of the people on the bridge 

and the people in the street below.  What must each group be thinking about the 

other?  

3. Present similarities between Anne Frank and Mary Berg: both families are 
financially well off, both write about struggles, both use pseudonyms, and both 
start their diaries on their birthday. For the following day, students will compose a 
list of how they expect Mary’s diary to differ from Anne’s.

     DAY 5



1. Students will get into groups of four or five and compile lists on chart paper of 

the ways the two diaries may be different and share with the class.  After a 
class list is compiled, students will be asked to speculate as to why Anne Frank’s 
diary became more popular than Mary Berg’s.

2. At this point students will be ready to follow a similar pattern for studying 
Mary Berg’s diary as was used with Yitskhok’s i.e. look at the European map, 
read the intro, examine Mary’s picture (Rosenberg article). The reading will be 
broken up into two sections p. 209-226 and p.227-248.

3.Students will begin reading the diary excerpt with the following quotation in 
mind. 


Passages to attend to while reading p.209-226




p. 212 – things that had been valuable in life



p. 217 – Warsaw capitulates



p. 218 – horse meat, common graves



p.219 – destruction of the synagogue and holy relics



p. 220 – uncle’s wedding as resistance



p. 221 – American citizen



p. 224 – refugee home, starvation



p. 225 – typhus epidemic



p. 226 – father’s desperation

The assessment of the lesson thus far would be based on questions, discussion,  comparison of the content of Anne Frank and Mary Berg diaries, and completion of the Diary Record Sheet. At this point students are beginning to make emotional connections with the diarists. Yitskhok must decide about school or technical school.  The students are, or have just completed, deciding which high school they will attend. Those who have lost a grandparent may react keenly to Yitskhok ‘s grandmother being left behind. Some will wonder how the harsh treatment of Jews described by Mary Berg could have been allowed to happen. Their sense of right and wrong has been stirred. When I see these kinds of reactions and responses, I know students are getting the message. 
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